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PREFEFC DAYS

The Bible depicts history as very important. Al Il
nAsk the former generations, and find out what t
of I ssachar Aunderstood the times and knew what
hi story, and we must NOT forget the past as we p

The ¢ eling years of World War 2 had taken its
bef ore the war, the signs
world of youth. Youth work
bet we Probably the firs
was fi ry LIl oyd Bryant. He
i n th heart of Manhattan
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Ot hers al sebojaundp eedardny on.
began he Philadel phia You
Hedl ey began a youth fello
Christ in 1937. Il n 1938 Os
Christian Youtho in Detroi
1937.
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God was doing something very 2grofzo
uncertain and even chaotic conditi

causing pastors all over the world
youitnhot justwi aduthe Gospel .- A convg
band trombonist, Jack Wyrtzen, | au
in Manhattan called fAiWord of Life

with Bryantodés rallies on Times Squl|

broadcast on October 25, 1941W|_(~)({uep‘
teamed up with Jack, and they had

On April 1, 1944 they packed Madi s Sar d
New York City with more than 20,00 : i
more were turned away. 't was the

many people were in desperate need

By the fall of 1942, Lacy Hall was

Johnson, pastor of the Midwest Bib

for Christ in Chicago. Soon after

staff of Moody Bible Institute in

friends urged Torrey to take the |
rally. ¢ 2 NNEB &
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Il n May, 1943, Roger Mal sbary
Danvill e, Il ndi ana and | ater mc
English Theater in downtown I
Johnson was the first speaker
the second. The following aF_‘@ng'
Saturday night rallies inLJNfSPSK
St. Louis, Missouri with OV "
overstatement to say that God;s
evangelism movement that Ibyeraa

YOUTH FOR CHRI ST BEGI NS

On April 17, 1944 Torrey Johnson called Doug Fi s
were begun. The opening rally for Chicagoland YF
with Billy Graham speaking to over 2000 peopl e.
21 weeks after that with an average of 2500 peop
Jim Rayburn, Walter Wilson, Wendell Lovel ess, V.
21, 1944 a Victory Rally was held in the Chicago
That summer of 1944 inquirie

YFC about starting YFC in Ta

Augusta, Columbus, Tol edo, L

Kenosha, Racine, Rockford, B

Heights, Gary, Sunnyside, WA

: Bermuda. What started as a s

y Ol NI e eEloming a wildfire! By Janu

el " " T% ad started rallies in Los A

Mdonnaspread to Kansas City, Grand

Charl otte, Shanghai, Paris, Norfolk, Minneapolis
Frankfurt, London, Seoul, Caracas and many other
As many souls were being saved, it was obvgbus t
prayer meeting, Torrey Johnson proclaimed, A0 Go
everyone to know that Godés hand is on this move

too great for any man or group of men to accompl
DID I T!' 60

Torrey Johnson mortgaged
money to rent Chicagobds S

30, 1945, just {EhDag waek
B  npgEurpope, a huge Memorial D
monp 70, 000 people was held in
#{ 2t RA5500ni formed nurses, a 5,0
CAStRpjece band, and eight gra
WHtt & an the track, soldier Bo
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testimony, Percy Crawford pre
pnan

deNﬁéforwgrd j[O ac.cept Christ. Dur
YIND,<r}\§1,lzl i in Chicago, the Hears
Ay Gksage story of the new youth m
TzNyaeTmﬂllion yowhdel evesywBatdrd
ON.EééI 2v

was only seven weeks after

{2fR7\SN

R Iy that 42 dglegates met a
Convention at Winona Lake, I n
constitution and elect Torrey
Torrey, with his fiery-bparson
for the movement. They chose
of Faith of the National Asso

2)\yzﬁ_ame up wi th the_slogah ﬁGe§r<
to the Rock, o0 which still [Iiwv

Bl LLY GRAHAM HI RED
I n August, 19%4&arhe Wheebloﬂ?CoIIeg

graduate, Billy G#ahlmem,YFa&s stthaefff

He was Aon demandod to speak atDNJrKaY er
That first year United Airlinesgksx<flz s t
passenger after he travel ed 13:535y0} i h t
Billy camer aomthi cmangeo of f i ce, Kitdh on
desk. Billy awyt#tedk?dWhereéyg t ol d t
on one side of the desk, and I??‘T‘\II ot h
Charl es Nevill e, writing for twhey8ay ' e WM
August 18, 1945, sai d, AA million anao Mo T e e ena
boys have decided t

-woogie is old stuf
definitely on the :
oute. Youth for Chrif
rawing the bobbysa
heir boyfriends a
ukeboxes-baontdhddr k
ideaways to a stregfl
evival of that i ng
hitnde human Wdzo A2
oul é. Youth for wCh g
urkey to its yeutnegs
nd they | ove itv!%éi

mr—rmr—k—tj‘—-r—ko_
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On September 20, 1945, Youth for Christ Internat
weeks | ater on October 7, 1945, 18, 000 peopl e pa
Shul er preaching. There were 1,000 decisions for
Managing Editor of Youth for Christ Magazine, a

On May 30, 1946, Johnson organized a second Sol d
the rains came, but the speaker, Dr. Charles E.
your umbrellas. Wedre going to ask God to stop t

YFC SPREADS OVERSEAS
It was in March, 1946, t

Billy Graham, Chuck Temg

y Shufelt and Hearst repor
=l f Ormed the first oversez:
[

e
Ot her nations for the f
name AYouth for Christo
that name for their gro

It was that same year tl
Mor ken, began YFC in anc

Shanghai, Chboan Wer man

Burklin, who |ived in Ct

the time, attended many

9 dzN2 LJS 2NJ dza 4 = [ AG 2wz /tKHjﬁéb u¢gShYéQiJ§E321/[§a4v7éffaén@NJhW"sY
{uNg2zy {KdFStuz ¢25y5eéagvﬁréydéggll over South

as 30,000 attending rald/l

Xi an. I n the dramatic da

|l east 30,000 peopl e were
was in 1949 that Mao Zed
Communi st takeover force
mi ssionaries and ot her f
China. YFC held rallies
g encourage the | ocal peonq
P Morken was the |l ast man
¥being held by the Commur
weeks. Then he and Dick
won an estimated thousan
in Formosa (Taiwan) over

2 SNYSNJ . dZN] t Ay RANBOay3 I+ / Nn@estjimenaty | epsiwed @, 00¢

enrol |l edup nBif oIl é oswt udi es
On April 7, 1947, missionaries Cyril Thomson and
Calcutt a, |l ndia. They decided to call it AYouth
They invited Hubert Mitchell to be the speaker.
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suggested that they join the movement out of the
Christ was born.

Boris Besmertny founded France

registered it in 1947. | nWMlg Ser
of 22,000 was held in NimegéfJ G
next national Director. J €, QfVSL ame
into YFC in 1963 and irnmeng?u pl a
Hol l and YFC began in 1946 wKRE :

busi nessman was so grateful that his son returne
Americans travel to Holland to stay for sever al

t housands of young people came to hear visiting

It was in 1947 that Ji mmy Ferguson and Des Ril ey
wasnodét | ong before they were pioneering YFC in N
Rallies appeared ard [

YFC Convention at Wi

Torrey Johnson repor
international of fic
rallies in North Amg
announced that YFC t
countries the previ
for Christ Magazine
countries that YFC
Bob Cook, that figur
in countries where
|l east once a year.

| dzZ3S / K2ANJ 2y adrk3asS Fd . Affe

JACK HAMILTON ORGANIZES BIBLE CLUBS

I n 1946 Jack Hamilton felt the nee
Kansas City schools by organizing

personal discipleship than the ral
summer, 1948, Bob Cook, who succee
President, said, AThe rally idea
i s just the show window. Let 6s get
W 1 rest of the week. 0 What went on At
|ryﬂdggea spreawhlemgquiHakillyt on | eft Kansas

Clubs in other <cities. By Mar ch, 1
mar k, and by 1955 Jack Hamilton reportcedni9se@scl
Clearly, YFC Bible Clubs had become for the 50s

There was criticism from both the | iberal theolo
strong denominational man, rebuffed Cheistiancbtbe
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AWe in the church have offered youth everything
at Christmasé. webve made it ridiculously easy to
90% country cl ub ainadn dl 0a% oGiogs pceoimeHaYlolut h f or Chr i ¢
but the unvarnished Gospel we thought they didno
whol e way of thinking and their whole way of |iv
and threes, but by thousands. Something goes on

THE BEATENBERG WORLD CONGRESS
I n the summer of 1948 YFC

Worl d Congresses in Beate
The |ist of 230 del egates
world | ooked | i ke a Worl d

Who. 6 Many prominent past
=9  npsRk beaders were there to tal
. SltidSyiompeEact and revival they w
 22NIR Christ. The iron curtain
4/ 2y3INBRgep out delegates from P

After Beatenberg, teams fanned out to many nati o
beginning in Germany, Spain, Engl and, Hol | and, N
Sweden, and Cypress. Others journeyed to the Far
and Canada. Citywide rallies in Ethiopia attract
Yokohama, Japan and five nearby towns. The Pal e

l'taly. Paul Fried travele

hundreds of conversions i
days in January, 1949, Jo
ot her New England YFC | ea
and held more thanai3d3i0O ind
rallies, distributed 28,0
conducted many radio broa

tKS {AFYeyyiywhere the YFC peopl e

thfSNY¥Ralls, churches, tents, a

- N2UKSHB s us iChor,i stoni dist0 aft er
was true in the Far East
People who had |l ost conf i

to chart his own cour se,
physically and spirituall"
5StS3lffhe IGospel
GKS . NHzaaSt a
canip World Congresses were hel

/2yantkRs Brussels, Belfast, Tok
2 l dz3dzad€openhagen, Madras, Mexi c:
Celapet o e corgme Mcp N Bristol, England in 1960.
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spurred on the ministry in the country in which
become missionaries.

REVI VAL UNDER PRESI DENT BOg
As Bob Cook t

ook the Presidenc
from so many new obligations a
became much heavier. Il n 1949 Y
reported, fAThe amazing thing i
0
e

er
in terms of dollars and cents ®mp h
OLet ds be sur we know Godobés w ter
do His will, Heodoll take car é0 o I
|l eadership stays on its kné@%'
evangel i sm, | feel that GodLerhg rs

gl orious harvest in store for wus. 060

Evangelistic fires continued to blanket the gl ob
Mi-@Gentury Evangelistic Campaigns erupted across
revival happened as tens of thousands gave their
commi t ments todaChrcirsuusadie ai 22Col umbi-we elSowr ths g
Boston with a total attendance oBosltédnrCulsrirtesul t

= —
- .,
v e 4
VS e :
’ l "HE snuwlalling f-"»l of lumnbiz ta meee dsin eapacity oo Sancay, Masch 12, proved 10 be bus snccher spark in
evangelism - a va the Gamne of blessing which spread eself 5 Il thraugh the starg in the oex: 12 days 25 the

working throngh Billy G weelal tn ane-aight services

ChF Barrows aod Ybi_l € $ amas BcMahan, vereran reporzer af THE STATE, luges ocwspaper in

drew 207,000 P"“-’Ph‘- of Seeth: Scarh Caralin rraveled wich the team through the sare. He wrare

Carolios (0 meetiogs .~1J bar "Sewath Corclioa has just been tarned upside duwn far Christ 1 an cxcent oot secn

fve woeks resulticg 0 0o 1'.1\ since the days of Billy Sunday. Ia many ways, the wave of religicus enchusiasm which

than 12300 decisions for Jess bas swept the stute surpasses sy by the spell-bionding ald baseball plager.”

Cheist? Afrer it was all over and Billy Grham and others bad two days af sest before
The crowmd of 40000 W"';'h geing co to Hosteo, the Alavear old fisst sice peesident of Youch fur Cheist Inter

flled Carclivs sadium in Co- natiooal and |wm‘l:~m of Narthweszern schocls srared,

\
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compared this event to the Great Awakening Rev

[RY;

Common OctobeThalt2,sanmedO0Oy.ear 100 teams went over s

overseas in YFCo6s AMillion Souls Crusade. o Bo
equivalent of the Marshall Pl an.

SPI-WFF MI NI STRI'ES OF YFC

b

By 1951, however, Cook, -swsasetcoahiynwcepptbatht waso

many cities. Many felt that even the Bible clu
and Al Met sker i n Kagnusiazsz i igtoy '
al | of their c¢cl ubs. Within two ,
every c¢club member through the
series of quizzes. At Winona 6 i
the nation, and by 1950 nation e
wer held at the Winona Coaygeen e
memorized up to seven or ei ghtvdal e
Testament. Before long 20, 006Gl Y i T
involved in quizzing. S
Coo and others noticed that Y

h

e
0
t
0
k
reaching the happy kids amrd nos i Ay
Afseamy side of town. o Oakk)\aén-dazﬁ:moppqo
1 z0 S
e
t
i

i n 948 held a summer camplik oR 120S

I nterest greatl y -yienacrr eoa sd¥ &° Fvblie

Bri i sh Columbia won twquZ}‘eRé}f%

Chri st Los Angeles YFC %lAruégt ,
organized six summer camps or mS .
|l mpetus for a Youth Guidance Department came i
Ral ph Cavanaugh, was converted under the minis
the Governor of I ndiana, who then provided and
to attend camp every week for 10 weeks each su
During this time YFCI established the role of

troubled youth. Wendy Collins from Wyoming was
name to Lifeline and set up a sponsorship prog
Lifeline ministries sprung up in many YFC prog

YFCI MOVES TO WHEATON

Meanwhil e, Bob Cook moved or
Carol Stream, 1l linois, an 0
The character of his staff__sesmasmams - . L
flamboyance of the past was @)Lvmryg)s\/\é\ayyﬂt,\gmg)cgm
dignity.o It was Cookds answer to the perpetua
that YFC was frothy, superficial, sensational,
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Less than ten years after the YFC movement faedam
moved on. Torrey, except for occasional rallies
evangel i sm. Roger Mal sbary and Richard Harvey ha
Mi ssionary Alliance. Bob Pierce eventually start
Mi ssi on. Paul Freed began TransWorl d Radio. Di ck
organized I nternational Student s, Il nc.

Many of the people who initially jumped on the o
who never thought about making it a career. Unde
closely related to what they hadprboefeint doorignagn iizna tYi
mi ssion agencies were founded by former YFC st af
built his own evangelistic team from some of the
He got business manager George nne
YFC. Crusade organizer Walter

Phil adel phia. T.W. Wi |son and ame
YFCI field staff. T.W. 0s brot heax a r
speaker. Associate evangelist ¢t2Zi@ghbe and
Ted Smith, came from YFC in % leor
Beverly Shea, though never al'D\P":UISC , h
for many rallies.

Billybds team al so

expertise for hold

crusades. I n a sen

l eft YFC. He conti

of YFCI , and until

tight, spoke al mos

Wi nona Lake Conven

Kelly Bihl conduct

School in Septembe in

The first Midwinter Cohl NP3 \Ha sl HETY @an'ya'a
Chicago in 1956. aSilT aISNE VYStte AKEZ WFO1l |FYAf G2
By 1955, so manyaaf [tethe vdtaer 8owmd Cook wail ed AEV
But at the 1956 Winona Convention, he reported t
so much grabbing for position and power. MAWe are
money situation is bettie3r3, 0TOhOe dsetcaitsiisotnisc si narteh et hr
in the clubs | ast year. o

BOB PI ERCE CHALLENGES YFC TO SPEC

SCHOOL EVANGELI SM

But at that same 1956 Winona Lake Convpe Bo
of trying to do too much. He IV$6prEtCGCh|Y%:ZC I

t ASI

CELEBRATI NG 70

YEARS OF

YOUTH FOR CHRI S



in what ybhi gillo vemsdol evangel i sm.
talk first shook, then challenged“
AHeds right. Wedd better start pr,

|l ater, on Valentineb6s Day, 1957,
President. Although he consented
chairman of the board, many f el dSi
The directors met in a | ength¥yy3Ién
accepted Bobds choice, Ted En@g?
until the full convention of dél2

Ted had been

Director sinc:
according to

more about YF!
anybody el se.
internal prob
Ted, as he wa:
Despite many
YFC continued
basi s.

lﬂ LEDL

Aﬂ Men

= lin vrCy

& g Mcet YFC § Teowolye A
b { 37 Regional ;f;:'wﬂm

= A e Directors |, v.. . A

: Smam e . onik b Tess sii e
. e Y * q‘MNN’u > e > . -
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AEaAs

iy o =
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laagéllgﬂa

Club work con-
expand under

reachedt iame ahi
1960 with 2,7
Uu.S., Canada . 2 cueszs oo
YFC leaders dubbed the 608 ws3a2yit 5ANBOG2ZNE Ay wmdpT
as the nNnDecade of Destiny, o

and to kick it off the | ast week of 1959, they a

lllll"llllll”'.'l)l'O'llll.””'l'll"'l'l.lllllllllllJ

R R e R b R R PR SIS It Il

xh.,

first Capital Teen Convention in Washington D.C.
drove into D.C. and surprised the politicians by
Convention in December, 1962, drew another 10,00

FROM TED ENGSTROM TO KELLY Bl H | WO
A few weeks after that, YFC | eaders d w
resignation. That threw the Midwinte i on
frantic effort by many to push their pe
t wo days of wrangling, they elected i se
AKell yo Bihl, who was fia good preach N a
I n February, 1961, Wendy CoIIinsYSIfE% t T
Mi ddl e East and Southern Europe. Jiugp 8ons

of young adul-20 muearcsd amlsd 1lommi tted to take a su
travel overseas and minister for YFC. With Paul
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ni ne
meetin
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the next

14,800
deci sions.
or other

over
|l es;
t ti me
ualnl YFC

i c of this time wa
of teenagersd tim
ulation increased
tourism increased
f dissatisfaction.
s rally/ chapter st a
ore deep into Kelly
yer meetings to sol
rayer was needed to
sjioginnedt he staff of .

t

h
rc
d

0

es to the January,
el ect ead Paam sWd Ivgaenm
n and Bishop in his
n, as the fifth Pre
YFCI Overseas -Mini
n gave him a worl dw
ssors had.

th was the
n that had
s flexible
g well to
eadership
s office: Bi I | Eaki
Collins, Overs
My r a, Literat
Devel opment. He soo
I Van Oss, as Execu

had
Warren Wiersbe, ma
decided to change
ma g a z i thaem pwiass wlicithfraen, g
ors and provocative
es. The circul at
to 160, 0d9peami qlulsy
ers participating i
oll eges began adver
Life kids began to

of t
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open
his teena
of the fi

ma n
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and
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them up to half of their student€ampas ed
Limagazine.

Life radically changed the YFC club minis
eer s6tda fcfh.apltnerls9 6s3uch as North Area and Sar
ry philosophy and approach, resulting in t
iritual growth of Christian sitChderstts awmhislt e
h their Chri st itainmep esetrasf.f Myoesrts conf tweonu lad fhud |
clubs, and they would spend much of their
events, having 1:1 appointments, conduct.i
staff with the best ideas funneled those ¢
s and distributed them nationally.

for Christ worldwide by that time was quit
and other men such as Jack Dani el in Chic
ecruited Russ Knight-timelBI6&ck osthbafciomme mhe
l ong Russ was running clubs in nine high
s in downtown Chicago 3

40s and 50s had f I gk Wit
| p of the fAworl ddésvyylia 0 a
attractions, up toINE®D = d

clubs. Black pasEt\foér,‘3 e

ate Director of Leadld ! t h
ed three years IatY}(\—:‘SYO: ow
ant young bl acks we whit
zation. '

X yearsmBirll tEmki onsp

han at home, |l iving e t e
eenager scoandecdiirnegc tiodre

Gradually his philos

ned into what he calll i fe
was based on Lukel)gf:tS al
nce to Christéos dazyNia

that AThe Balanced , phy
trives to develop m
ci al bal ance in

er that wil!l enabl

sfully communica S
al faith in Jesu h
and his world. o

ausey | aunched a

ry to church you S
ASeminars on Te

an internationa
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Leaders TraininBilSchaod EIVILE

Spade were the first coupl e § t h
2 program iitno tshendJ.qSual i f i edN

graduates overseas for t wd > VE r
national YFC Ieadershipt.l'ldﬁilg t o

t hel Yand IYnternati onal pr %g

| NTERNATI ONAL COUNCI L FORMED

Il n 1964, the year before Sam
2 U . | eadferroosm around the worl d met
”lNIERNA“U‘ Joutl ined an I nternational Cou
1966; then in 1968 they put t
-1 aws, and the U.S. organizat:.
e _ international title for so | o
CC/L [ SIRSNEKALE [ G2 wRabloe§t unde ¢s‘3\%§§ ling W Zea
SAtazy:r 22(38vddKs aly2b3RFVS QB RIS e&fied Executi
| ater set up an I nternational

Switzerl and. Sam was el ected President of YFCI b
The constitution stated that there would be two
General Asbembhvyi onal Director and the Board Cha
representatives.

I nternational Convocations continued every three

in 1974; Rio de Janeiro in 1977, Birmingham, Eng
Nairobi, Kenya in 1990; Chicago in 1993; Tai wan

2003; Denver in 2005; Magal i esburg, South Africa

convocation name was changed to GA (General Asse
On May 5, 1980 YFC in t

{ryY dropped the Alo0 from it

22t 3SYd2y>C/ USA, registering wi
WAY DNE@VattrdR | n 1983 the Inter
wt e YSa%%N}ed from Switzerland

wSY20ohy Ause it was cheaper
aLé FTNER K% P

c/ L aAgVH|%rngy of the worl doés
I NRE o { Bl &
2Y0S o

THE UPS AND DOWNS OF YFC/ USA

The thousand rallies in big and small towns arou
shrink as the -upadnd ifeisnaofcdoltlooovk t heir toll on
began to consolidate into chapters with a Board
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time the national office | ai
for training and credentiald]
ministry results, and financ
5605 When the U.S. National Offic
a2Nl SY mposed a 0.5% service fee o
W"fféf,oArdver to pay for some of 1its
'L;(;Jé&vfagsR some opposition. Because
;)né fromuth fonrag@lzi @Gempgwsahdf e
some of the new Campus Life
about 15 chapters, including
enough. They certainly didnb¢
income to (in t-heaniwpéw) a
organi zation, so they Il eft Y
Youth Evangelism Associati or
MpT o KSAd F®Ir became President of )
ChYAt&ith the fallout from that e
When Jay became president, )
$1.5 million in debt. Sam f e
burden, so he suggested they
Sam had | ed to Christ, Bob S
Champion Spark Plug. When Bgc
million worth of stock, Sam
their car and wept for joy c
W2Kyyd ater in Jayods presidehoyr YF
/PaK g2 fny Cash Youth Special or
{LISOAlty er the country Besides Jc
SLEEEJHO||yWOOd actors assisted ir
L F &S !Cfotsby, Barbara Mandrell, anc
0K S night it aired, the TV progr
kit RMO/st of the chapters who rar
D2yS enough money to hire sever al
The 70s and early 80s w
the success of the Sumn
Rockford, I'1T'linoi s. Br u
Jim Galvin and Bitl E a k
week |l ong training proog
i ncoming staff. Arotngal s
School of Theol ogi cal S
For most of the years ¢
{dzYYSN) Lyasidzi S Ay w2zOlFayRdl ewdbria very successf
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